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2019 Human Rights Members 
2019 Human Rights Commissioners 

Chair, Chris Mitchell (elected June 2018) 
Vice-Chair, Carrie Yeager (elected June 2018) 
Jonathan Burris 
Teresa Martin 
Gloria Peck 
Maurice Harris 
Leah Persky 
Eve Clarkson, Student 
Destiny Nathan, Student 
 
City Staff 

Kirsten Santelices, Human Resources Director 
Maria Cisneros, City Attorney 
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2019 Overview 
The Golden Valley Human Rights Commission led several initiatives in 2019. Not only did the 
Commission focus on some of its annual events and programs, they explored opportunities to engage 
with community members through new programming, events, and activities.  
 

Budget 
For 2019, the City Council approved a budget of $3,500.  
 
The Commission spent $2,466.85 (70 percent) of its budget for professional fees for speaker 
honorariums; cash prize for the 2019 MLK Literary contest winner; promotional stickers and 
bookmarks; hosting a booth at GV Pride festival; and tickets to sponsor two tables at the 2020 Martin 
Luther King, Jr Holiday Breakfast. 
 

Meetings 
The HRC held heleven regular meetings, one special meeting in January, and had an option to attend 
the joint Board/Commission/City Council meeting in January.  
 

2019 Work Plan Accomplishments 
Beyond setting a work plan of specific activities and events, the Commission set specific goals for the 
year: 

• Partner with other City human rights commissions and community service organizations on 
educational or outreach opportunities. 

o Explore opportunities to educate the community on voting rights. 
• Update and enhance communication strategies (including providing resources through the 

City website). 

The Commission successfully achieved all of these goals in 2019.  
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Quarter 1: Jan-Mar 
29th Annual MLK Holiday Breakfast 
The Commission purchased one table (10 tickets) for the General Mills Foundation 29th Annual MLK 
Holiday Breakfast, and all 10 tickets were distributed.  
 
Sweet Potato Comfort Pie 
The Commission sponsored three speakers at the Annual Sweet Potato Comfort Pies event held at 
Brookview Jan 20, 2019. Several Commissioners also volunteered at the event as well. The winner of 
the 2019 MLK Literary Contest presented her submission. 

 

HRC Promotional Materials  
The Commission worked closely with the City’s 
communications team to develop a new promotional 
item. Together they came up with a design and ordered 
equALLity stickers for Commissioners to distribute at 
events and programs.  

 

 

Interview with Brynn Hirsch, winner of the MLK Literary Contest 
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Quarter 2: Apr-Jun 
Golden Valley Pride Festival 
The HRC participated in the Golden Valley Pride Festival held June 9, 2019. At the booth, 
Commissioners distributed the newly-designed Golden Valley human rights EquALLity stickers, 
magnets, Human Rights Day quote bookmarks, and the HRC brochure.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golden Valley Historical Society Museum Tour 
The Human Rights Commission had the opportunity to host its June 25 meeting at the Golden Valley 
Historical Society Museum, starting with a tour of the facility.  

 

Commissioners Mitchell (L) 
and Peck (R) conversing 
with a festival attendee 

Commissioners on a guided tour of the Golden Valley Historical Society Museum 
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Special Recognition of Sylvia Kaplan 
The Commission was approached by Council Member Joanie Clausen, who shared some history about 
the formation of the then Civil Rights Commission, which is now the Human Rights Commission, 
including details on its founders. Sylvia Kaplan, an original member of the Commission, was invited to 
the June 25 HRC meeting, where the Commission had the opportunity to learn about her involvement 
in the advancement of human rights and her passion that continues today. The Commission 
presented Kaplan with a certificate of appreciation for her work. 
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Quarter 3: Jul-Sep 
Week of Service 
The Commission chose to promote a “week of service” donation collection for Prism during the week 
of Sept 11. Donation boxes were set up at City Hall, Brookview, and the Public Safety building for the 
week. It was promoted on social media and through CCX media.  
 
Several Commissioners also volunteered to do park clean up at Sochacki Park on Saturday, Sept 7, 
2019. Several Commissioners worked for four hours cleaning up and removing buckthorn from one of 
the City’s parks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Antisemitism, Xenophobia, and Hate: Local and Global Challenges Event 
The Commission worked with World Without Genocide 
to host a program at Brookview on critical human rights 
issues and provide suggestions on how individuals and 
cities can respond.  The program also reviewed current 
data on hate crimes, episodes of violence, and hate 
speech, with a focus on how to address multiple forms of 
hate. 
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Quarter 4: Oct-Dec 
Why Treaties Matter Exhibit 
The Commission hosted the Why 
Treaties Matter exhibit at Brookview 
during the month of October. The 
exhibit, presented by the Minnesotan 
Indian Affairs Council, Minnesota 
Humanities Center, and the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
the American Indian, features stories 
and voices of Dakota and Ojibwe 
Nations. It emphasizes American 
Indian independence as an ongoing 
continental reality and highlights the 
innovative ways the Dakota and 
Ojibwe Nations self-govern, create 
community, build sustainable systems, 
and relate to one another. 
 
The HRC partnered with the Hennepin County Library in Golden Valley to promote the exhibit and 
highlight the topic of Native American treaties.  
 
Bill Hobbs Award 
The Commission received two nominations. After discussion at the November meeting, the 
Commission selected both nominees as winners for the 2019 award. Ruth Paradise was nominated 
for her work to preserve and create affordable housing in the City. Paradise chairs the Golden Valley 
Affordable Housing Coalition and is a member of the Rising TIDES Task Force. Gloria Peck was 
nominated for her frequent volunteer efforts with PRISM, her leadership with Spirt of Hope Church, 
and her work as an original organizer of the Golden Valley PRIDE festival. Peck also served on the 
Human Rights Commission for just over six years, where she led several committees on topics like sex 
trafficking, LGBTQIA+ rights, mental illness, voting rights, and more. Both Peck and Paradise were 
presented the award at the City Council meeting Dec 17, 2019. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why Treaties Matter Visitors Guide Brochure 

Winners of the Bill Hobbs Award, Ruth Paradise (L) and Gloria Peck (R) 
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Third Annual MLK Day Literary Contest  
The HRC advertised a literary contest for students in grades 7-12 who live in Golden Valley or attend a 
school within the Golden valley school districts. Students were asked to submit written work (essay, 
song, or poetry) responding to one of two writing prompts under the theme of “Injustice Anywhere.”  
 
Unfortunately, the Commission did not receive any submissions for the contest this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Conversion Therapy Ban 
In November the HRC brought the topic of conversion therapy ban to the City Council with a 
recommendation that the Council consider researching this topic as part of its 2020 goals session. The 
City Council listed this topic as an item to consider at its 2020 goals session Wednesday, Jan 29, 2020. 
 

 

 

Literary Contest Flyer 
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2019 Sampling of Media Coverage 
Week of Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Antisemitism, Xenophobia, and Hate: Local and Global Challenges 
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Why Treaties Matter Exhibit (Oct 1-30) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Rights Day (Dec 10)    Bill Hobbs Award Promotion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restrictive Covenants 
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2020 Proposed Work Plan 
The Golden Valley Human Rights Commission (HRC) proposes the following work plan for 2020. 
 
Goals for this year include: 

• Partner with other City human rights commissions and community service organizations on 
education or outreach opportunities. 

o Explore opportunities to educate the community. 
• Further update and enhance communications strategies 

o Explore opportunities for community partnerships regarding human rights resources. 
• Partner with Environmental Commission on environmental initiatives and the impact of 

climate change on Human Rights (potentially as a day of service initiative) 

Tentative Outline: 
 
Q1: Jan-Mar 

• Work Plan discussion (Jan)  
• Co-Sponsor League of Women Voter’s Race in Our Neighborhoods (Feb) 
• Golden Valley Pride planning (Mar) 
• Consider continuation of annual MLK Day Contest (Mar) 
• Restrictive Covenant Education and Discharge Next Steps planning (Mar) 
• Equal Rights Amendment and 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage planning (Mar) 
• Reevaluate ACLU Proposed Policies (Mar) 

Q2: Apr-Jun 
• Human Rights Day planning/Human Rights City discussion (Apr) 
• Day of Service planning 
• Equal Rights Amendment and 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage planning 
• Research land acknowledgment  
• Golden Valley Pride booth (Jun) 

Q3: Jul-Sep 
• Complete research and provide information to the City Council on land acknowledgments (Jul)  
• Human Rights Day planning 
• Bill Hobbs Award promotion 
• Promote Equal Rights Amendment and 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage (Aug) 
• Day of Service (on or around Sep 11) 

Q4: Oct-Dec 
• Sweet Potato Comfort Pie planning 
• Human Rights Day planning 
• Dec 10 – Human Rights Day promotion 

o Bill Hobbs Award (in conjunction with Human Rights Day) 
o Partner with Golden Valley Library 

• Purchase table for 2021 MLK breakfast 
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