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Planning Commission
May 27, 2020 - 7 pm

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

This meeting was held via Webex in accordance with the local emergency declaration made by
the City under Minn. Stat. § 12.37. In accordance with that declaration, beginning on March 16,
2020, all Planning Commission meetings held during the emergency were conducted
electronically. The City used Webex to conduct this meeting and members of the public were
able to monitor the meetings by watching it on Comcast cable channel 16, by streaming it on
CCXmedia.org, or by dialing in to the public call-in line. The public was able to participate in this
meeting during public comment sections, by dialing the public call-in line.

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by Chair Blum.

Roll Call

Commissioners present: Rich Baker, Ron Blum, Adam Brookins, Andy Johnson, Lauren Pockl, Ryan
Sadeghi, Chuck Segelbaum,

Commissioners absent: None

Staff present: Jason Zimmerman — Planning Manager, Myles Campbell — Planner

Council Liaison present: Gillian Rosenquist

2. Approval of Agenda

Chair Blum, asked for a motion to approve the agenda.
MOTION made by Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Brookins to approve the
agenda of May 27, 2020, as submitted. Staff called a roll call vote and the motion carried unanimously.

3. Approval of Minutes

Chair Blum asked for a motion to approve the minutes from May 11, 2020.
MOTION made by Commissioner Baker, seconded by Commissioner Johnson to approve the May
11, 2020 meeting minutes. Staff called a roll call vote and the motion carried unanimously.

4. Informal Public Hearing — Zoning Code Text Amendment
Applicant: City of Golden Valley
Purpose: Amending zoning districts to regulate tobacco sales

Myles Campbell, Planner, started his presentation by reminding the group that the Planning
Commission was directed by the City Council to consider new zoning regulations on the sale of
tobacco products. Amendments to the handling of tobacco sales was first raised through a work item
in the City Council’s 2019 goal setting process. The conversation with Planning Commission began at
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their January 13, 2020 meeting. A few more meetings continued this conversation and the main
points in the discussion are as follows:

e Commissioners preferred to limit tobacco retailers to the City’s Commercial Zoning District.

e Commissioners had a preference to handle tobacco retailers as a restricted use rather than a
conditional use, making its enforcement an administrative rather than Council action.

e Commissioners agreed with proximity restrictions between tobacco retailers and uses such as
schools that had large youth populations, but did not see a need to make a similar restriction
between different tobacco retailers.

e Commissioners wanted the ordinance to be cognizant of existing retailers and to limit the
economic impacts on those retailers as much as possible while still having meaningful impact
in reducing youth exposure and access to tobacco products.

The topic of proximity restrictions continued through a few meetings. This discussion covered
primarily two elements of the restriction:

o What was the correct distance to set as a buffer in between the tobacco retailer and
another use?
o How should those other uses be defined and referenced in the amended zoning
language?
= Use existing zoning districts to restrict proximity
= Define a new category of “Youth-Oriented Facilities”

Based on the continued discussion, staff believes the best option for restricting the location of
tobacco retailers is to create a definition for facilities that have a large amount of youth activity.

= The defined specific use has a clearer connection to the purpose of the zoning change and
the action is more clearly justified.

= |mpacts on commercial land are limited by excluding uses that may be zoned similarly but
have less youth activity

= Selected land uses will be just as easy to track as using existing zoning designations.

At the previous Planning Commission meeting, staff proposed draft ordinance language changes
that redefined a Youth-Oriented Facility and added language to the Commercial Zoning District.
Staff presented a map, illustrating the distance tobacco retailers will need to be from these defined
facilities. Commissioners had concerns about the lack of restrictions around Theo Wirth Park as
well as the effect on current business owners and their potential resale value.

Staff addressed these concerns and is suggesting the definition of a Youth-Oriented Facility be
amended to read: A school, park, athletic field, or playground. The original definition included the
majority of parks within the City and this amendment adds three new parks that previously didn’t
carry this restriction — Theo Wirth, Paisley Park, and Sochacki Park. Staff responded to concerns
about mitigating the impact on businesses by analyzing the restricted distance. Their original
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recommendation was a 750 foot buffer but reduced that to 500 feet to leave about a city block
distance of separation between uses and thus have less of an impact on existing license holders.

A summary of actions are as follows:

e Tobacco retailers become restricted use, only allowed in the City’s Commercial Zoning District.
e Youth-Oriented Facilities are added to the zoning code’s definitions and include schools, parks,
playgrounds, and athletic fields.

e A 500-foot proximity restriction between tobacco retailers and youth-oriented facilities will be
required for new licensees.

e In multi-use properties, proximity will be measured from the portion of the property occupied
by the retailer.

Staff recommends amending Sections 113-1 and 113-92 of the City Code in order to restrict the
sale of tobacco in the city.

Commissioners entered into a discussion regarding this item.
Definition of “park” was discussed as was the cap on tobacco retail stores.

Chair Blum opened the Public Hearing at 7:41pm.
No public comments came in at the time of opening the hearing but the Chair suggested leaving
the line open in case a delayed call came in.

The conversation continued and supported the 500 foot buffer as many members felt the 750
buffer was too restrictive.

Commissioner Baker made a MOTION to approve the recommendations of staff, there was a
second by Commissioner Sadeghi. Staff called a roll call vote:

Ayes: Baker, Blum, Brookins, Pockl, Sadeghi, Segelbaum
Nays: Johnson
Motion carries 6:1

Chair Blum closed the Public Hearing at 7:53pm.

Televised portion of the meeting concluded at 7:55 pm
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5. Council Liaison Report
Council Member Rosenquist updated the Commission on the Special City Council meeting that was
being held to approve the process for allowing Temporary Outdoor Service Areas in the city. She noted
that some Housing and Redevelopment Authority initiatives were on hold due to COVID-19.

6. Reports on Meetings of the Housing and Redevelopment Authority, City Council, Board of Zoning
Appeals, and other meetings
Planning Manager Zimmerman updated the Commission on the results of the Board of Zoning Appeals
meeting from the previous evening. He reported that information about proposed narrow lot
regulations was posted on the City’s web site and that some public comments were being received via
email in advance in order to help manage the virtual public hearing on June 8.

7. Other Business

Planner Campbell reported that after the recommendations on narrow lot were sent to the City
Council, the next item on the agenda for the Commission would be re-zonings associated with the
Comprehensive Plan and other zoning updates that need to be addressed.

8. Adjournment
MOTION made by Commissioner Segelbaum, seconded by Commissioner Sadeghi and the motion
carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:55 PM.
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