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The following paragraphs outline Golden Valley’s definitions 
of the terms goal, policy, objective, program, and standard 
and illustrates how they are used in the Land Use Plan.

Goal
“An idealized end state that serves as a focus for planning 
efforts. Goals reflect situations toward which to strive 
without necessarily expecting full attainment.”

Policy
“An ongoing guide or set of criteria for undertaking legis-
lative or administrative actions in conformance with plan 
goals. Policies are specific enough to provide direction in 
a decision-making context and are intended to be used 
whenever applicable throughout the life of the plan.”

In other words, policies provide the structural framework 
for making land use decisions that will properly implement 
the General Land Use Plan by building firmly on its goal 
foundation. The City’s land use policies are listed on pages 
____, along with references to the primary underlying goal 
or goals for each policy.

Objective
“An intermediate milestone on the way toward a goal. Ob-
jectives are specific, measurable, and achievable and are 
generally intended to be met within a short (three- to five-
year) time frame.”

Objectives are the building blocks that fill in the structural 
framework as it rises upward from the foundation. This term 
does not appear in state law, but statutes do require cities 
outline specific actions toward plan implementation, which 
comes to much the same thing. The City’s current land use 
objectives are listed starting on page 3-8, again with refer-
ences to primary underlying goals.

Program
“Usually an established source of assistance—whether fi-
nancial, legal, physical, or informational—offered through 
a public or private agency. A program could also be any 
coordinated set of actions designed to yield a specified 
product.”

Programs provide the tools for erecting the structural 
framework and setting the building blocks in place, while 
standards form the structural specifications. The City has 
identified land use programs and standards within policy 
and objective statements as appropriate rather than listing 
them separately.

Standard
“A specified index of measurement or threshold of accept-
ability.”
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Appendix 3-B: Land Use Table In 5-Year Stages

Existing and Planned Land Use Table (in acres)

Within Urban Service Area
Existing 
(2008) 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030

Change 
2000-2030

Residential Land Uses

Allowed Density Range 
Housing Units/Acre

Minimum Maximum

  Low Density Residential 0.1 5 2714 2714 2714 2714 2700 2700 -14

  Medium Low Density Residential 5 11.9 201 200 225 225 225 225 24

  Medium High Density Residential 12 19.9 0 41 41 60 60 60 60

  High Density Residential 20 30 100 60 65 70 70 80 -20

Commercial/Industrial Land Uses

Est. Employees/Acre

  Office 5172 95 95 95 100 100 100 5

  Retail/Service 5172 95 95 112 75 75 75 -20

  Light Industrial 16,160 85 85 260 85 85 85 0

  Industrial 5495 95 95 89 80 80 80 -15

  I-394 Mixed Use 5334 200 200 200 200 220 220 20

Public/Semi-Public Land Uses

  Open Space 58 58 58 65 65 65 7

  Schools and Religious Facilities 1375 1375 1375 1349 13349 1349 -26

  Public Facilities 403 403 403 403 397 397 -6

  Semi-Public Facilities 305 305 305 300 290 290 -15

  Road Rights of Way 700 700 700 700 700 700 0

  Railroad 150 150 150 150 150 150 0

Subtotal Sewered 0

Undeveloped

  Wetlands 169 169 169 169 169 169 0

  Open Water, Rivers, and Streams 295 295 295 295 295 295 0

Total 7040 7040 7040 7040 7040 7040 0

For planning purposes, I-394 Mixed-Use is assumed to be approximately 25% residential use with five to 11.9 units/acre allowable density. Medium 
Low, Medium High, and High Density Residential are assumed to be 100 percent residential use.
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Golden Hills Redevelopment Plan 

Originally adopted in 1984 
Amended in 1998

Golden Valley, Minnesota
23 pages

Appendix 3-C: Golden Hills Redevelopment Plan
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North Wirth Parkway Redevelopment Plan 

Originally adopted in 1978 
Amended in 1997

Golden Valley, Minnesota
10 pages

Appendix 3-D: North Wirth Redevelopment Plan
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Valley Square Redevelopment Plan 

Originally adopted in 1978 
Revised in 1979, 1982, 1991 

Amended in 1997

Golden Valley, Minnesota
20 pages

Appendix 3-E: Valley Square Redevelopment Plan
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