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HE implementation of Golden Valley’s

Comprehensive Plan will be achieved

through various controls. After adopt-
ing the 2008 Update to the Comprehensive Plan,
the City will ensure that the Official Zoning Map
corresponds with the Land Use Plan Map. In ad-
dition, the City will carry out the financial aspect
of the Comprehensive Plan through its Capital Im-
provement Plan (CIP).

Capital Improvement projects are major projects that ben-
efit the City, including the construction of new roads and
sidewalks, the purchase of new firefighting equipment, the
repair of sewer and water mains, as well as many more pub-
lic improvements. The CIP (see Appendix 11-A) outlines City
expenditures for the upcoming five years. It also outlines
ways in which to finance the proposed expenditures, includ-
ing the sale of General Obligation Bonds or user fees from
Enterprise Funds. The City Council updates and approves
the CIP annually.
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O ACHIEVE the goals and objectives de-
scribed in the Comprehensive Plan, the
City of Golden Valley has established reg-

ulations for zoning, subdivision of land, planned

unit development (PUD), and shoreland manage-

ment. All are administered through the City’s Plan-

ning and Zoning Department.

City zoning codes regu-
late land use to promote
the health, safety, order,
convenience, and gen-
eral welfare of all citizens.
They regulate location,
size, use and height of
buildings, the arrange-
ment of buildings on lots,
and the density of popula-
tion within the city. The
City’s zoning districts
(see Table 11.1) effective-
ly guide development in
Golden Valley.

Table 11.1: Golden Valley
Zoning Districts

Single Family (R-1)

Moderate Density (R-2)

Medium Density (R-3)

High Density (R-4)

Mixed Use

Commercial

Light Industrial

Industrial

Business and Professional Offices

Institutional
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City controls to regulate subdivision
of land include an application pro-
cess, public notice and informal pub-
lic hearing, Planning Commission
review, and legal notice and public
hearing by the City Council.

After subdivision applicants submit
completed paperwork to the Planning
Department, the City schedules an in-
formal public hearing by the Planning
Commission within 30 days of ap-
plication acceptance. At least 10 days
before the hearing date, the City mails
notice of the hearing to owners of all
property within 500 feet of the subject
property. The Planning Commission
considers various conditions of the
application and makes a recommen-
dation to the City Council on whether
to approve or deny the proposed sub-
division or consolidation.

After review and recommendation by
the Planning Commission, the appli-
cation is formally heard by the City
Council. At least 10 days before the
hearing date, the City publishes a le-
gal notice in the official newspaper of
the City. Notices are also mailed to the
owners of all property within 500 feet
of the subject property.

If the Council grants preliminary ap-
proval, the applicant has a final plat
prepared in accordance to City stan-
dards and in conformance with the
sketch approved by the City Council.
At this time, the applicant may be
required to submit, for review by the
City Attorney, a current Certified Ab-
stract of Title or a current Registered
Property Abstract for the property.
The cost of this review shall be borne
by the applicant. Unless an exten-
sion is requested by the applicant and
granted by the Council, the plat and
evidence of clear title must be com-
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pleted and submitted to the City with-
in 180 days of Council approval. The
applicant will furnish two hard shell
copies of the plat for signing. Except
as otherwise authorized by the Coun-
cil, all conditions placed on the ap-
proval shall be fulfilled by this time.
When these requirements have been
met, the Council will pass a resolution
approving the plat.

A certified copy of the resolution ap-
proving the final plat, together with
one copy of the final plat, is recorded
with Hennepin County. The applicant
must file the plat within 60 days of
approval of the resolution. The other
hard shell copy will be filed with the
City. Proof of filing of the final plat
must be submitted to the City before
the issuance of any building permits
on the properties.

A Planned Unit Development (PUD)
provides an optional method of regu-
lating land use that permits flexibility

from the other provisions of standard
City Code, including flexibility in uses
allowed, setbacks, height, parking re-
quirements, number of buildings on a
lot, and similar regulations.

PUD applicants must submit a prelim-
inary PUD plan of the proposed devel-
opment that illustrates its nature and
type. The PUD plan must also identify:

+ all land uses and proposed square
footage

+ the location of buildings

+ existing and proposed roadways
and accesses

+ pedestrian ways and sidewalks
+ proposed parking areas

¢ preliminary traffic volume projec-
tions

+ areas to be preserved
+ public and common areas

+ preliminary building elevations,
including height and materials

+ preliminary utilities plan
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+ the location of the parcel’s bound-
aries

+ the net and gross density of the de-
velopment

+ the total area occupied by the de-
velopment

+ lot coverage

+ a lighting plan (subject to the re-
quirements in City Code Section
11.73, Outdoor Lighting)

+ the amenities to be provided

+ a development schedule

The Planning Commission will then
hold an informal public hearing and
consider the application for consis-
tency with various City guidelines and
other PUD requirements. The Plan-
ning Commission’s report to the City
Council will include recommended
changes, conditions, or modifications.

The City Council will then hold a pub-
lic hearing, take action on the applica-
tion, and make findings on the pro-
posal. This may include a request for
plan amendments, approval, denial,
or other action deemed appropriate
by the Council, such as referral back to
the Planning Commission.

Following Council approval of a Fi-
nal PUD Plan, the City issues a PUD
agreement that references all applica-
ble plans and specifies permitted uses,
allowable
phasing,

densities,
required

development
improvements,

completion dates for improvements,
the required Letter of Credit, and ad-
ditional requirements for each PUD,
in accordance with the conditions es-
tablished in the City Council approval
of the Final PUD Plan and PUD or-
dinance. The applicant must sign the
PUD agreement within 30 days of the
City Council’s approval.

The Minnesota Legislature has del-
egated to municipalities the responsi-
bility to regulate the subdivision, use,
and development of the shorelands of
public waters. The goal is to preserve
and enhance the quality of surface wa-
ters, preserve the economic and natu-
ral environmental values of shore-
lands, and provide for the wise use of
waters and related land resources.

To guide the wise development and
use of shorelands of protected waters
for the preservation of water quality,
natural characteristics, economic val-
ues and the general health, safety and

Table 11.2: Protected Waters

Shoreline Management
Classifications

Natural Environment Lakes | DNR ID #
Wirth Lake 27-37P
Unnamed Basin 27-36 P
Recreational Development

Lakes DNR ID #
Sweeney - Twin Lake 27-35P
General Development

Streams DNR ID #
Bassett Creek 27032

welfare, the Commissioner of Natural
Resources has given certain protected
waters in Golden Valley a shoreland
management classification (see Table
11.2).

Table 11.3 outlines the standards that
govern all shorelands of protected wa-
ters in Golden Valley. If requirements
of the underlying zoning district are
more restrictive, then the more re-
strictive standards will apply.

Table 11.3: Protected Waters Shoreline Management Classifications

Natural Recreational General
Environment Development Development
Lakes Lakes Streams
Water frontage and lot
width at building line (feet) 125 80 80
Structure setback from
ordinary high water (feet) 1 7 =
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HE City of Golden Valley’s Housing and
Redevelopment Authority (HRA) is a sep-
arate legal authority that directs redevel-
opment projects in the City to remove blight, clean
up environmental contamination, and provide for
new development to enhance the community and

increase the City’s taxable valuation.

City Council members serve as HRA Commissioners, and the
City Manager serves as the HRA Director. The Director is re-
sponsible to the City for day-to-day administration of HRA
matters and implementation of HRA policies and directives.

The HRA is responsible for ensuring the City’s commitment to
providing quality housing. This is accomplished through ad-
ministration of the goals and objectives of the Housing Chap-
ter of the Comprehensive Plan.

The Comprehensive Plan is an ever-evolving document, which
is updated and revised on a regular basis. New and innovative
measures of implementation are amended into the Plan as
they occur. The City remains committed to the implementa-
tion of the policies, goals, and objectives contained with the
Comprehensive Plan and works to ensure that all controls are
adequately established to aid in the success of the planning
document. The City expects no changes to its official controls
and will be able to implement policies of the Comprehensive
Plan through existing controls.
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